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Natural Materials Weaving Project 

Haudenosaunee people make many objects using materials from their 
natural environment including clay pots, sweetgrass baskets and baskets 
woven from the wood of the ash tree. These items were historically 
important to the everyday lives of the Haudenosaunee, and these traditions 
continue today. Now that we are able to buy more things for our homes, 
these objects are important to keep traditions alive and honor the 
environment.  

Supplies: 
Four popsicle sticks or twigs that you find (6-8” is a good length) 
String or yarn 
Scissors 
Natural materials from your yard like acorns, leaves, dried up flowers (or go on a walk with someone 
to collect items) 
Someone else to help you for a minute or two 

Instructions: 
Make your frame: 

• Pick up two popsicle sticks or twigs and put them on the table like this:
• Take a piece of yarn or string about 15” long and lay it under the twigs

where they cross like this:

HAUDENOSAUNEE TOUR 
Natural Materials Activity 

Let’s look around our natural environment and find materials to make a woven artwork to remind you how 
beautiful and special our part of the world is! 
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Have your friend pick up the sticks and hold them while you wrap the string around in an “X” 
shape. Go diagonally twice around, then straight up and down to switch direction, then 
diagonally the other way.   

• Tie a knot as tight as you can and cut the extra string off.  Add glue to hold the string in place.  
• Add the other two sticks the same way to make a square shape. Let glue dry. 

 
Make the loom: 

• Cut a piece of string about 50” long.  
• Tie the string on one stick. Wrap it to the 

bottom, then around the stick twice more. 
Go back up, around the stick, then twice 
more around and down to the bottom again. 
Keep going, leaving about 1” between your 
strings, like this:  

• Tie the string off and cut any extra. 

 
Weave your treasures: 

• Think about how you want to arrange your pieces by 
laying them on the loom first. Some pieces could even 
overlap.  

• Add your natural materials from your environment by 
weaving them in and out of the strings. Make sure they 
won’t fall out!   

• As you work, think about why these leaves, flowers, etc are special to you. Do you like the 
colors, the texture (way they feel) or the smell?  

Hang it someplace where you can be reminded of how special your environment is and what you love 
about it.  
 
Other ideas: 
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Collect natural materials and lay them all out on the table or ground. Make an artwork by laying them 
out on a piece of paper or within a shape made of twigs. Take a picture of it and make another one, 
trace the objects and color them in or glue the objects onto the paper. Have fun!  
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